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been implanted by Himmler and Darre and Hitler in the
rising revolutionary elite, which acts on the strength of that
sense. Himmler, once a breeder of small live-stock, now
marshal of the Gestapo, no longer breeds rabbits and geese;
he breeds men. And out of the great ferment of the world
revolution he imagines that he is breeding the new man.

rv
THE   ETERNAL   PAGAN

"Revolutions that exhaust themselves in the cities are not
events of secular importance. Only when the peasantry are
on the move does a nation enter a new epoch.55

It was Darre, then head of the Nazi party "Bureau for
Agrarian Affairs" (Agrarpolitischer Apparaf)^ who dished up
that portentous generalization for us. There is a measure
of truth in it. Even the Marxist Socialists had grasped the
fact, if somewhat late. They tried to revolutionize the pea-
sants. But how? Entirely in accordance with the pre-
scriptions of their system of ideas. They tried to draw the
rural population into the class war. They played off the
agricultural employees and workers against the landowners.
They tried to set the landed peasantry into opposition to the
larger owners. They squeezed the farmer's life into the
Procrustes' bed of their economic doctrine. What resulted
was anything but a revolutionizing of the peasantry.

The peasant farmer, together with the agricultural
labourer and many of the large landowners, belongs, at
least on the Continent of Europe, to a pre-capitalist order.
He is not to be impressed by economic slogans, in spite of
the proverbial acquisitiveness of the peasant. Marxism
failed to realize this. But Nazism grasped the fact. It was
Darre who interpreted the problem of the peasant to Hitler
in a way he could follow. The revolutionizing of the peasant
then meant winning him over to National Socialism. It
was considered that Nazism would never enter into power
without the support of the peasants. They had to be won
over. But that would not be achieved merely by promising
economic advantages. The peasant is by nature smpicious.
He will place no faith in benefactors who set out to make